
VINTAGES
D I S C O V E R  O U R  L A T E S T

1
1

1
9

4

R E L E A S E  D A T E :  S A T U R D A Y ,  J U N E  2 3 ,  2 0 0 7R E L E A S E  D A T E :  S A T U R D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  2 7 ,  2 0 1 0

Our finest 
wines for

holiday
giving

SUPERB 
SPIRITS+
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in the
Spirits

The holiday season is the perfect time 
to share something truly special. 

Make an impression this year with these 
spirited and distinctive choices from VINTAGES. 

giving
living

celebrating
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CHÂTEAU DU BUSCA
TÉNARÈZE ARMAGNAC
HORS D’AGE 15 YEARS
AC, France
200923  750 mL  $99.95

Beguiling Armagnac perfect for
the Cognac lover looking to
explore elsewhere. Delightfully
zesty, rich, creamy, robust and
mature. An eau-de-vie to savour
after a meal. 
F. Paul Pacult, HHHHH. 

GRAPPA DI SASSICAIA
Italy 
175794  500 mL  $119.95

Ideal for the true Sassicaia fanatic.
It’s first distilled and then
matured in the barrels used to
age that iconic wine, picking 
up many of its nuances. 

SEE COMPLETE TASTING NOTES 
ON PAGE 32.
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DISCOVER OUR LATEST • SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2010
SPIRITS CONT’D

SCOTCH WHISKY

THE BALVENIE PORTWOOD 21 YEARS
OLD SPEYSIDE SINGLE MALT
TASTING NOTE: Bright amber color. Complex
aromas of waxy honeycomb, spicy poached pears
and peaches, white potpourri, and salty buttery
cashew brittle follow through on a silky, round entry
to a dry-yet-fruity medium-to-full body with great
balance and depth. Finishes with a long, lingering
wave of flavor with caramel apple, anise, cinnamon
raisin bread and floral talc evanescences. Impres-
sively rich and smooth. Exceptional. Score: 94
(www.tastings.com, May 18, 2010)

500090 750 mL $214.95
Featured in “It’s Perfect!”

ARMAGNAC

CHÂTEAU DU BUSCA TÉNARÈZE
ARMAGNAC HORS D’AGE 15 YEARS
France
TASTING NOTE: The solid brown/topaz/sorrel color
bewitches the eye; ideal clarity. The wonderfully
zesty aroma is spiced with nutmeg, black pepper,
lemon, and thyme in the opening two minutes; later
inhalations following aeration highlight tightly wound
notes of margarine, lanolin, dark caramel, buttery
oak, and holiday fruitcake. The palate entry is rich,
creamy, and honeyed; at midpalate there’s a strong
sense of older spirit in the overall woody/creamy
flavor that smacks of rancio beginnings. Finishes
semisweet, cocoa- and maple sugar-like, and
intensely oaky. A musketeer’s mouthful of robust,
mature, and, most pleasing of all, gentlemanly
brandy. Score: HHHHH (F. Paul Pacult, Kindred
Spirits 2, 2008)

200923 700 mL $99.95
Featured in “It’s Perfect!”

GRAPPA

GRAPPA DI SASSICAIA
Italy
(Tenuta San Guido & Jacopo Poli)
Poli distills Sassicaia must and matures the
spirit in former Sassicaia barrels, creating a grappa
that beautifully echoes the Super Tuscan classic. A
perfect gift for Sassicaia’s many ardent admirers.

175794 500 mL $119.95
Featured in “It’s Perfect!”

LIQUEUR

ST-GERMAIN DELICE DE
SUREAU ELDERFLOWER
LIQUEUR ARTISANALE
France
The Beverage Testing Institute awarded this
liqueur 97 points, declaring it to be: “An instant
classic and pure magic for cocktails.” 
(Sept. 10, 2008)

TASTING NOTE: The pale hay/yellow appearance 
is strikingly similar to manzanilla sherry; superb
clarity. The opening inhalations pick up wonderfully
floral, fruity, guava- and melon-like fragrances of
elderflower … a totally seductive bouquet of the first
rank. The palate entry is soft, yet firm; flowery, yet
neither oily nor cloying; by the midpalate point the
flavor profile offers an ideal taste experience that’s
integrated, harmonious, and exquisitely balanced
between alcohol level, sweetness, acidity, and 
floral impact. A perfect liqueur. Score: HHHHH

(F. Paul Pacult, Kindred Spirits 2, 2008)

180695 750 mL $49.95
Featured in Distilled Treasures

SAKE

TENZAN JUNMAI GENSHU JIZAKE SAKE
Gold Medal winner at the 2010 U.S. National
Sake Appraisal in Honolulu.
TASTING NOTE: Catch the elusive scent of Tenzan
jizake junmai genshu – like leaning over a bowl 
of uncut lemons, apples and cantaloupe. (James
Chatto, www.torontolife.com, May 2007)

741637 (MD) 720 mL $30.95 1

FORTIFIED WINE

APERITIF WINE

LILLET BLANC
Bordeaux, France
TASTING NOTE: The rounded bouquet features
tropical fruit notes of banana and guava, smells 
of ripe grapes and kiwi and a subtle spiciness. The
palate entry is luscious, gently fruity and keenly
acidic; midpalate flavors include kiwi, white grapes,
raisins, and a vegetal quality. Finish is ripe, delicately
spiced, and delicious. An old favorite. Score: 90-95
(F. Paul Pacult, Wine Enthusiast, Aug. 2009)

322297 (M) 750 mL $13.95 1
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